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“musicianship that was as breathtaking in its virtuosity as it 
was revelatory in its grasp of the music”

Classical Source (on Leslie Howard’s latest Wigmore Hall 
recital)

This  has  been another busy season for pianist Leslie Howard. Tours 
on five continents throughout 2014-15 have seen him enthralling 
audiences with his customarily adventurous repertoire. 
A citizen both of Britain and Australia, Leslie Howard has 
accomplished a feat unequalled by any  solo artist in recording history 
– his  99-CD survey for Hyperion of the complete piano music of Franz 
Liszt, including all 17 works for piano and orchestra. Accomplished 

within 14 years, it encompasses  more than 300 world premières, with many works  prepared 
from Liszt’s  unpublished manuscripts  and works  unheard since Liszt’s  lifetime. This  critically 
acclaimed project merited Leslie Howard’s  entry in the Guinness  Book of World Records, six 
Grands  Prix du Disque, the Medal of St. Stephen, the Pro Cultura Hungarica  award and a 
mounted bronze cast of Liszt’s  hand presented by the Hungarian President. In 1999 the Queen 
bestowed on him “Member in the Order of Australia” for his  “service to  the arts  as  piano soloist, 
composer, musicologist and mentor to young musicians”.  During the Liszt bicentenary year – 
2011, Leslie Howard travelled the world with seven different all-Liszt recital programmes, 
maintaining at the same time a broad repertoire of concertos  and chamber-music, and a 
quantity  of solo music by Mozart, Beethoven, Chopin, Schumann, Rakhmaninov and 
Rubinstein. 
Leslie Howard has  appeared internationally with the world’s  finest orchestras, including the 
London Symphony, London Philharmonic, Royal Philharmonic, BBC Symphony, BBC 
Philharmonic, English Northern Philharmonia, RTE National Symphony of Dublin, Hanover 
Band, Utah Symphony, Maryland Symphony, Mexico Philharmonic, Orchestra  della  Scala, 
Budapest Philharmonic, Budapest Symphony, and the orchestras  of Sydney, Melbourne, 
Adelaide, Queensland and Tasmania in Australia.
His  130+ CD discography contains  many other important world première recordings, including 
the four piano sonatas  of Anton Rubinstein, the three piano sonatas  of Tchaikovsky and a disc 
of Scandinavian piano sonatas.  Leslie Howard’s  recent releases  include the Piano Quartets  of 
Rubinstein – world première recordings  for Hyperion; 25 Etudes  in Black and White – his  own 
compositions  recorded for ArtCorp; and a  disc pairing the two Rakhmaninov piano sonatas  for 
Melba Recordings. In addition, he has  produced an Urtext edition of  the Liszt sonata  for Edition 
Peters  and a new reconstruction and orchestration of Paganini’s  fifth violin concerto for the 
collected Paganini Edition. 
In January 2011, Hyperion Records  released a 99CD boxed set of Leslie Howard’s complete 
Liszt recordings, which has  proved an enormous  success: 'Almost any way you choose to look 
at it, this is a staggering achievement.’ Diapason d’Or

www.leslie-howard.com

Grand Passion Pianos is  an independent piano boutique offering rebuilt pianos  by the 
world’s  top makers. We exhibit all our pianos  in private homes  and art galleries. Grand 
Passion Pianos is based in London.

www.grandpassionpianos.co.uk
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Leslie Howard

4pm Saturday 27th June
West Dulwich All Saints Church



Marcus Tan
Sonata in E, K380 - D Scarlatti
Sonata Op 53 "Waldstein", 3rd movt - L v Beethoven

Sepideh Keshavarzi
Nocturne Op.27, No.2 - F Chopin
Etude Op.2 No.1 - A Scriabin
Sonatine, 1st Movement - M Ravel

David Griffiths
Mazurka op 17 no 4 - F Chopin
Etude pour les arpeges composes - C Debussy
Etude-Tableaux op 39 no 5 - S Rachmaninov

Tibor Molnar
Sonata in f-minor K. 466 - D Scarlatti
Venezie e Napoli - Tarantella - F Liszt

BREAK (20 mins)

Alan Dorn
Sonata in B minor K27 - D Scarlatti
Sonetto 104 del Petrarca (from Annees de Pelerinage: Deuxieme 
Annee - Italie) - F Liszt
l’Isle Joyeuse - C Debussy

Michael Cheung
Sonata in A-flat, Op. 110 - 1st movt - L v Beethoven
Widmung - Schumann arr. Liszt
Prelude in G minor, Op. 23 no. 5 - S Rachmaninov

Claudia Lazarus
Litaney - F Schubert arr. F Liszt
Mädchens Klage - F. Schubert arr. F Liszt
In Dahomey ("Cakewalk Smasher") - P Grainger

The Raymond Banning Trophy
will be presented to the winner
by Lorraine Womack-Banning

“The late Raymond Banning, Concert Pianist and Professor of Piano 
at Trinity College of Music, London, was a huge supporter of 
amateur pianists, for many years running piano weekends with his 
best friend and student, the journalist and former editor of Private 
Eye, Richard Ingrams (himself a talented pianist).

Raymond often said that he preferred listening to amateur pianists 
than technical whizz kids because many committed amateurs  were 
able to communicate their life experience through beautiful tonal 
qualities at the piano.

Discussing his  Amateur Piano Weekends in an interview with The 
Times many years ago, Raymond said "I think I would die a happy 
man if I could bring what I feel about music home to more people 
because it would transform their lives."

Raymond would be delighted and honoured that this trophy is being 
presented in his memory to celebrate this wonderful competition.”

Lorraine Womack-Banning


