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Background to the Piano Survey

 The Piano Survey is part of a wider research project designed to explore for the first time 
the teaching approaches of UK piano teachers with particular reference to teaching beginners. The 
survey was available both on-line and with hard copies from late March 2010 until November 30 
2010 and attracted a total of 598 responses. 

The need for the Piano Survey

 The precise number of piano teachers currently working in the UK is unknown (due to the 
lack of regulation in the profession). In 1994 however the ABRSM1 stated that it had over 50,000 
instrumental teachers on its database and furthermore their research in 2000 showed that nearly 
three quarters of all instrumental teachers surveyed taught the piano2. It seems reasonable to 
estimate therefore that there might be as many as 35,000 individuals involved teaching the piano in 
the UK. These instrumental teachers play an important role in the musical life of the UK and it 
could be argued that the development of both the future teaching and playing profession is 
dependent upon the work they do.  Although it is too early in the analysis process to say how 
representative the findings of the survey are, the data already emerging will certainly help to 
develop more understanding of this previously neglected but important section of our musical 
society. 

1. Qualifications and Employment

• 85% of respondents were first study pianists.
• 55% had been teaching for sixteen or more years. 
• 55% had a post-graduate or graduate music qualification.
• 83% are teaching the piano part-time although for three quarters of these teachers  

this is their main source of income.
• Nearly two-thirds of the piano teachers are involved in other aspects of music 

education.

2. Pupil Information

• The majority of teachers (73%) have 11 or more pupils with 35% teaching 26 or more 
pupils a week.

• The average number of pupils per teacher is 21. 
• The highest proportion of pupils falls within the 7 - 9 years old age bracket (19%), 

closely followed by adults (18.8%) and 12 - 14 years old (18.7%). 

1 Making Music, 1994, ABRSM, London

2 Making Music 2000, ABRSM, London.



3. Piano Teaching Information

• 73% of all piano lessons are given privately, either in the teacher’s house, at the pupil’s 
house or at a music studio.

• The average charge for a 30 minute lesson is £13.70.
• Piano lessons are predominantly taught on a one-to-one basis.
• The content of lessons is dominated by pieces (included by 99% very frequently or 

frequently), followed by note-reading (95.6%), scales (89.4%), sight-reading (84.8%), 

technique (83.9%) and modelling (75.2%).

• Three quarters of teachers agree that instrumental grade exams are a regular feature 
of their teaching.

• Teachers appear to use a variety of exam boards although ABRSM is the most popular, 
accounting for 94.5%.  A quarter of teachers also enter pupils for TrinityGuildhall.

4. Teaching the Piano to Young Beginners

• 93% of respondents teach the piano to young beginners.
• Approaches in the first lesson appear to be varied however listening and playing games 

emerge as priorities.
• Tutor books for beginners are used by 86% of teachers.
• The most widely used tutor book is Piano Time by Pauline Hall (64%) whilst John 

Thompson’s Piano Time Course comes second on the list of favourites and is used 
sometimes or regularly by 43% of the teachers surveyed. 
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5. Professional Development

• Two-thirds of all respondents are members of one or more professional associations 
or groups. 

• Of the third who are not members of professional association or group, nearly half said 
there was ‘no need’ whilst over a third of the total respondents in this section gave 
their reason as being ‘too expensive’. 

• When asked about the importance of professional development to their teaching, 80%  
of all respondents agreed or strongly agreed although only 44% state they regularly 
attend courses. Nearly a quarter of teachers never attend professional development 
courses. 

6. Demographics

• Gender:
respondents are predominantly female (79%). 

• Age bracket: 
46% of the total fall into the 46 - 60 age range
25% in the 31 - 45 bracket.

• Region:
respondents were predominantly from the south of the UK with South East 
England 

Conclusion

 Analysis of the Piano Survey is still in the preliminary stages and there is a great deal more 
information to be considered and examined. Early trends however seem to point to a profession 
that is largely female dominated and carried out on a private basis in the teacher’s house. The rate 
charged for lessons is chosen according to the local market and the teacher’s experience. Piano 
teachers are very enthusiastic about their teaching and are particularly keen to give pupils a 
positive musical experience and whilst helping them to develop their musical skills. 
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