
ummer has always been a time of year to kick 
back, to shrug off cares and duties, and liter-
ally, or metaphorically, get away from it all. 
Unfortunately, for a lot of people, this means   
there’s a last-minute panic to book that 
gorgeous Greek island holiday or a stressful 
few days of packing and preparing the kids 
and the dog for an extended time together in 

a countryside cottage. If this is what your summer is usually 
like, maybe it’s time to try a new approach, and book a holiday 
just for you – and your piano.

There are piano courses and workshops for every level 
of player, from novices (adult education programmes such 
as City Lit in London and the Benslow Music Trust in 
Herefordshire cater to a broad range of levels) all the way up 
to advanced amateurs and young professionals. 

‘I would encourage any pianist to enrol on a summer 
course,’ says David Quigley, who as artistic director of the 
Birmingham International Piano Academy (BIPA) does have a 
slightly vested interest. But he’s spot on in his reasoning about 
why you should go: ‘Studying and playing the piano can 
often be an isolating experience. Summer schools like BIPA 
offer the chance for pianists to learn not only from profes-
sional pianists but also their peers, to interact and make friends 
with fellow pianists and just as importantly to have fun!’ Fun 
– now there’s a concept that’s worth remembering.

S U M M E R  L E A R N I N G

What I’ll be doing this Summer
Summer is the perfect time to improve your piano playing or to hear great 
pianists show off their skills. How do you choose the right workshop, 
though? We’ve rounded up some of the best ones for you

In common with the International Summer School for 
Music at Shrewsbury, Chetham’s Summer School, Jackdaws and 
several others, BIPA offers individual lessons and masterclasses. 
BIPA participants can also play in a public concert and attend a 
concert given by Liszt expert Leslie Howard. But as Steve Eccles 
points out in his letter about his experience at Jackdaws (see page 
14), it’s the interaction with a teacher that really matters. Eccles 
writes that course tutor Philip Fowke ‘called into question some 
established ideas and gave us much food for thought’.

Some workshops are even organised around a particular 
teacher or teaching philosophy. Included in this category 
are Kenneth van Barthold’s workshop in Edinburgh and 
Solomon Mikowsky’s International Piano Festivals in Spain. 
Other specialist courses include the Golandsky Institute in 
New York City, which focuses on the Taubman Approach 
to playing, and Penelope Roskell’s Advanced London Piano 
Courses, designed for performance and exam preparation.

If you’d like to develop your skills in playing with others, 
there are many courses worth investigating. At Benslow, there 
are weekend duet courses taught by the duo Anne Applin 
and Geoffrey Pratley, while in Vermont, in the USA, there’s 
the Kinhaven Adult Piano Workshop. For those interested in 
chamber music, there are plenty of choices. The formats vary, 
but many workshops will place you in an ensemble and assign 
repertoire in advance. Music for the Love of It (see listings) has 
a good search engine for fi nding chamber music courses.

In the summer, music students and young professionals are 
also in search of further education, which sends them to courses 
that take place in conjunction with festivals such as Verbier in 
Switzerland, Aspen and Marlboro in the United States, and 
Lake District Summer Music and the International Musicians 
Seminar Prussia Cove in the UK. The young players receive 
lessons, take part in masterclasses, and perform in concerts and 
recitals. Many of these events are open to the public, either for 
free or at a minimal cost. Spot tomorrow’s talent today!

Some summer workshops, such as BIPA, Chetham’s and 
Verbier, have different courses running alongside each other, 
with adult amateurs mixing with youngsters in masterclasses 
or even in ad hoc playing sessions. This year for the fi rst time 
Chetham’s will have a piano competition taking place during
the summer school: the Third Manchester International 
Concerto Competition for Young Pianists.

If you’re looking to develop your youngster’s keyboard 
talents this summer for that eventual Wigmore debut, 
opportunities abound, including the Cambridge Piano Summer 
School, which follows the Suzuki method, and Music Makers, 
which offers courses for pupils aged 5 to 18.

Back to that summer fun idea: while the main goal of 
attending a summer course is of course to improve your piano 
skills, your self-confi dence and your listening, when a course 
is set in a beautiful place such as Music at Ambialet, in south-
west France, you are perfectly entitled to enjoy the sunshine 
and the excellent food. So don’t forget the sun cream as you 
head out the door. Anything else to throw into that suitcase? 
Quigley advises ‘piano scores... and house keys!’ ■

Photos, from top: Verbier Festival’s 
amateur chamber music week; Philip 
Fowke coaches at Jackdaws; Murray 
McLachlan with wife Kathryn Page; 
duet classes at Benslow ©
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What I’ll be doing this Summer
▲
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UK 
Benslow Music Trust 
Various dates throughout 2011 
Location: Hitchin, Herts
Tel: 01462 459446
E: info@benslow.org
www.benslow.org
Residential and short courses 
throughout the year for all levels – 
beginner to advanced. 

Birmingham International Piano 
Academy 2011 
25-30 July 
Location: Birmingham Conservatoire 
Tel: 07971 504 998 
E: bipa@bcu.ac.uk 
www.bcu.ac.uk/bipa  
Three courses: BIPA Advanced 
Course, BIPA Adult Improver 
Course and BIPA Junior Course.  
An observer rate is also available. 
Faculty includes members of the 
Conservatoire keyboard department 
and guest artists Peter Donohoe, 
Leslie Howard and Lara Melda.

Cadenza International Music 
School
19-26 July
Location: Purcell School, London
Tel: 0121 446 4836
E: johnthwaites2003@yahoo.co.uk
www.cadenzasummerschool.org.uk
Professional, student and amateur, 
from age 11. Solo and chamber 
tuition. Faculty includes William 
Fong and Julian Jacobson. 

Cambridge Piano Summer School
25-29 July
Location: Cambridge
E: info@suzukipianocambridge.org.uk
www.suzukipianocambridge.org.uk
Five-day workshop for Suzuki book 
one students ages 5-7. Advanced level 
course featuring piano duets by 
Kurtag, and composition classes, for 
ages 10 to 16. Teacher Development 
course: Suzuki-based pedagogy with 
introduction to the music of Kurtag. 
Suzuki piano faculty includes 
Caroline Gowers, Betty Power and 
Stephen Power.

Charterhouse International  
Music Festival
10-17 July
Location: Charterhouse School, Surrey
Tel: 01483 239621
E: enquiries@cimf.org.uk
www.cimf.org.uk
Chamber, solo and lieder repertoire. 
One-to-one coaching and also  
chamber music coaching. Age 16 
plus, advanced. 

Chetham’s International Festival 
and Summer School for Pianists
18-24 & 24-30 Aug
Location: Chetham’s School of 
Music, Manchester
Tel: 01625 266899
E: info@pianosummerschool.com
www.pianosummerschool.com
For professionals, adult amateurs and 
young players of all abilities. Murray 
McLachlan, artistic director. Faculty 
includes Noriko Ogawa, Peter 
Donohoe and Leon McCawley. 

City Lit Summer Schools 
Various dates throughout 2011
Location: London
Tel: 020 7492 2630
E: music@citylit.ac.uk
www.citylit.ac.uk
Ongoing courses, for all grades, ages 
and abilities. Summer, weekends, 
weekdays and weeknights. 

Dartington International Summer 
School 
23 July-27 Aug
Location: Dartington, Devon
Tel: 01803 847080
E: summerschool@dartington.org
www.dartington.org/summer-school
Five weeks of courses for all types of 
musicians and genres. Piano faculty 
includes Martino Tirimo and Huw 
Watkins.

Higham Hall College Piano 
Workshop Weekends 
Weekends throughout the year
Location: Lake District, Cumbria
Tel: 017687 76276
E: admin@highamhall.com
www.highamhall.com
Masterclasses for adults, Grade 7 plus. 
With concert pianist John Clegg. 

Hindhead Music Centre
30 July-2 Aug
Location: Hindhead, Surrey
Tel: 01428 604941
E: info@hindheadmusiccentre.co.uk
www.hindheadmusiccentre.co.uk
Piano courses, especially for adult 
amateurs, throughout the year. 
Summer adult course Grade 7 plus. 
Faculty: James Lisney and Simon 
Nicholls. 

International Musicians Seminar 
(IMS) Prussia Cove
Dates TBC
Location: Cornwall
Tel: 020 7921 0064
www.i-m-s.org.uk
Chamber music classes and workshops. 
Advanced. Ages 16-30. Faculty 
includes András Schiff (tbc). 

International Music Summer 
Course
24 July-13 Aug
Location: Llandovery College, 
Llandovery, Wales
Tel: 01454 419504
E: mail@lmfl.com
www.lmfl.org
Courses for chamber, solo, duet. 
Concerts given. Grades 6 to 
advanced. No age limit. 

International Summer School for 
Music at Shrewsbury (ISSMUS)
13-20 Aug
Location: Shrewsbury School, 
Shrewsbury
Tel: 01952 270206
E: issmusadmin@blueyonder.co.uk
www.issmus.org
Courses for youth and adults wishing 
to gain experience and confidence. 
Private lessons and performances. 
Faculty includes Philip Fowke, Philip 
Martin and Adam Swayne.

Jackdaws Music Education Trust
All year
Location: Somerset
Tel: 01373 812383
E: music@jackdaws.org
www.jackdaws.org.uk
All types of courses throughout the 
year, to cater to all levels and tastes. 
Courses include ‘Liszt: It isn’t 
unplayable!’, ‘Absolute Beginners 
Piano’ and ‘The Pianist Within’. 
Course tutors include Elena Riu, 
Mark Tanner, Philip Fowke and 
Julian Jacobson. 

Kenneth van Barthold Edinburgh 
Piano Workshop
15 Aug-3 Sept
Location: Edinburgh
Tel: 01747 838318
E: kvanbarthold@aol.com
www.kennethvanbarthold.com
Workshop designed for advanced 
players and aspiring professionals. 
Masterclasses, lessons and  
performance opportunities. Two 
tutors for 12 pupils. Faculty: Kenneth 
van Barthold and Nicholas Pope.

Lake District Summer Music  
1-13 august
Location: Cumbria
Tel: 0845 644 2505
E: info@ldsm.org.uk
www.ldsm.org.uk
Conservatoire students and young 
professionals (not for amateurs). 
Residential. Coaching with  
international artists and tutors. See 
website for further details. 

Summer courses 2011
London Masterclasses Summer 
Master Course
3-10 July
Location: Royal Academy of Music, 
London 
Tel: 020 8346 7088
E: info@londonmasterclasses.com
www.londonmasterclasses.com
For professional players and adult 
advanced, aged 18 plus. Concerts, 
solo, masterclasses, lessons, perform-
ance opportunities. Led by pianist/
teacher Norma Fisher. 

MusicFest Aberystwyth 
International Festival and Summer 
School
23-30 July
Location: 
Tel: 01970 622338
E: musicfest@aber.ac.uk
www.abermusicfest.org
Chamber music course for Grade 8 
and above level, age 13 and above. 
Masterclasses, coachings by the artists 
in residence and concerts by tutors. 
Tom Poster and John Flinders among 
the pianists performing. 

Music Makers  
Various dates, July and August
Locations: Fordingbridge, Salisbury 
and Wimbledon
Tel: 01425 654819
E: musmak1@aol.com
www.musicmakers.co.uk
Five-day courses for ages 5-18;  
residential option for the senior course. 

Nelly Ben-Or Piano Courses 
10-15 July
Location: London 
Tel: 01923 822268
E: roger.clynes@virgin.net
www.pianocourseswithalexandertech-
nique.com
Individual sessions at the piano and 
daily sessions in Alexander 
Technique. New ways of learning to 
memorise and develop physical  
freedom at the piano. Grade 8 plus, 
all ages. For performers, students  
and teachers. 

North London Piano School 
14-21 Aug
Location: Purcell School, London 
Tel: 020 8958 5206
E: nlpsch@hotmail.com
www.learn-music.com/nlps
Masterclasses and private tuition for 
up to grade 6 or equivalent, advanced 
students, duos and piano ensembles. 
Teachers are welcome to observe. 
Faculty includes Christopher Elton, 
Ruth Harte and William Fong. 
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Oxford Philhomusica International 
Piano Festival and Summer 
Academy
31 July-7 Aug
Location: Oxford 
Tel: 0870 606 0804
E: anthi@oxfordphil.com 
www.oxfordphil.com
Faculty includes Fanny Waterman and 
Christopher Elton. Grade 8 plus. 
Public masterclasses, concerts, lectures 
and pedagogy classes. Concerts by 
Shai Wosner, Niel Immelman, 
Menahem Pressler, Stephen Hough. 

Penelope Roskell’s Advanced 
London Piano Courses
8-10 April & 16-18 Sept
Location: London
Tel: 020 8802 6258
E: peneloperoskell@blueyonder.co.uk 
3-day intensive courses that include 
technique, repertoire and yoga. 8 
students per course. Ideal for 
preparation for performances and 
exams. Advanced. 

Piano Duet Courses
15-17 July (Wells), 24-27 Oct 
(Benslow, Hitchin)
Tel: 01223 240418
E: info@piano-duet.co.uk
www.piano-duet.co.uk
Short courses (day courses too) 
which include repertoire discussion, 
performance, tutor recitals, concerts 
and individual tuition. Grade 5 
plus and age 18 plus. Tutors are 
the piano duo Anne Applin and 
Geoffrey Pratley.

Sherborne Summer School of 
Music 
Week sessions from 31 July-21 Aug
Location: Sherborne, Dorset
Tel: 01342 893963
E: canfordsummersch@btinternet.com
www.canfordsummerschool.co.uk
Age 18 plus. Two courses – one for 
piano and the other for piano 
accompaniment. Solo and duets 
covered. Jazz course also available. 
Faculty: Andrew Ball and Peter 
Croser. (Formerly Canford Summer 
School of Music.)

Summer School for Pianists
20-26 Aug
Location: Hereford
Tel: 020 8657 7200
E: info@piano-duet.co.uk
www.pianosummerschool.co.uk
18 plus and Grade 6 plus. Mature 
students encouraged. Faculty 
includes John Barstow and James 
Lisney. Private lessons, masterclasses 
and student and faculty concerts. 

FRANCE
Lot Music
12-19 July & 21-28 July
Location: Prayssac, Lot Valley
Tel: +44 (0)7979 508996
E: ann.n.brain@btinternet.com
www.pianolotmusic.com
Intensive piano study in a beautiful 
setting. Nine pianists per course. 
The first week tutor is Noriko 
Ogawa, the second week tutor is 
William Fong. 

I have just returned from a weekend piano course at Jackdaws, Somerset, where the 

course tutor was Philip Fowke. I found the course enlightening and thought-provoking. 

It made me consider how I had been taught, what was the most important thing in 

my playing, how I could improve and what steps to take to achieve improvements. 

One should throw away thoughtless plonking away that we call ‘practising’ – it won’t 

and never would do. Watch any good player and it is before your eyes. Look for 

compact hand positions, exact, swift economical movements, fingering worked out for 

the hand and adhered to. Philip showed us how to practise (as everything revolves 

round this) considering our hand and finger positions, how to do slow practice, where 

to strike the key, what are beneficial finger exercises, and how to play a trill so it 

sounds effective rather than a jumble of notes. We were shown the best ways of 

fingering to give the easiest and musically flowing result with no unnecessary finger 

turns (sorry, ABRSM). Lo and behold, you’re allowed to use thumbs on black keys. 

Of particular interest was Philip’s approach to playing and fingering scales, how to 

work on the key surface, how to do ‘clinging practice’ to bond with the keys, feel at 

one with the piano. He called into question some established ideas and gave us much 

food for thought.

It was a course that inspires me to change and to work in a different more effective 

way that just might make a difference. After all, if after years of trying we’re not much 

better, maybe the way we middle-aged pianists were taught comes into question. 

Practice shouldn’t be quantity of notes. It should be quantity of thought, where 

nothing is done without a purpose, and all aiming towards a credible technique that 

can hold up under pressure. Philip didn’t rap your knuckles with a ruler – he showed 

you how you should be thinking, and pointed you in a different direction. Well done, 

Philip Fowke and well done, Jackdaws.  

Jackdaws: inspired in Somerset

Music at Ambialet 2011
29 July-6 Aug, 9-17 Aug, 20-28 Aug
Location: Tarn Gorge
E: info@ambialetmusic.com
www.ambialetMusic.com
For advanced and amateur pianists. 
Intense programme of masterclasses, 
private tuition, concerts and lectures.

SPAIN
International Piano Festivals 2011
10-17 July, 17-24 July
Location: Madrid
Tel: +1 (212) 666-5377
E: interpianofest@hotmail.com
www.internationalpianofestivals.org
Lessons and masterclasses with 
Solomon Mikowsky. Age 15+, advanced. 

SWITZERLAND
Verbier Festival Amateur Chamber 
Music Week
9-15 July
Location: Verbier
Tel: +41 21 925 9060
www.verbierfestival.com/amateur
Open to amateur musicians of all 
ages and abilities. Pianists can also 
bring four-hand (or more) repertoire.

USA
ArtsAhimsa Music Festival at 
Belvoir Terrace
21-28 Aug
Location: Lenox, Massachusetts
E: namcy@belvoirterrace.com
www.artsahimsa.org
Chamber music classes for adults with 
a good level of playing. Audition 
required. Performance opportunities.

Golandsky Institute Summer 
Symposium
9-17 July
Location: Princeton University, 
New Jersey
www.golandskyinstitute.org
Week-long immersion in the 
Taubman approach to piano playing. 

International Keyboard Institute 
and Festival
17-31 July
Location: New York City, New York
Tel: +1 (212) 580-0210
E: info@ikif.org
www.ikif.org
Ages 11-25, intermediate to 
professional. Masterclasses, lectures, 
concerts on the art of the piano. 
Faculty includes David Dubal, Gary 
Graffmann and Nina Lelchuk. 

International Music Camp Piano 
Program
10-16 July
Location: North Dakota
Tel: +1 (701) 838-8472
E: info@internationalmusiccamp.com
www.internationalmusiccamp.com
Ages 11 to adult, with at least two 
years’ piano experience. Daily classes 
in technique, literature, keyboard 
harmony, theory and more. Jazz 
piano and organ as well.

Kinhaven Adult Piano Workshop
9-14 June
Location: Kinhaven, Vermont 
Tel: +1 (301) 340-6583
www.kinhaven.org
Study four-hand and solo repertoire 
workshop with non-competitive, 
supportive environment. 

Rocky Ridge Music Centre
8 June-21 Aug
Location: Rocky Ridge, Colorado
Tel: +1 (970) 586-4031
E: jean@rockyridge.org
www.rockyridge.org
Adult piano course (8-12 June) as 
well as a variety of other course. 
Faculty includes Gloria Chuang and 
SoYoung Lee.

GENERAL RESOURCES
Hot Courses
www.hotcourses.com
Searchable databases of UK courses 
available throughout the year.

Music for the Love of It
www.musicfortheloveofit.com
An online, searchable database of 
chamber music and other music 
courses worldwide.
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Steve Eccles, Lancs
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